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Dear Colleagues

University of Bradford: Student Placements in Archaeology, Geography & Environmental Sciences

In the Division of Archaeological, Geographical & Environmental Sciences (AGES) here at Bradford, we offer the students in each of our Honours Degree courses the opportunity to study on a four-year sandwich course, the third year of which involves a work placement with a relevant organisation. Successful completion of the placement year will qualify the student for the Diploma in Professional Studies, which, we have found, is a valuable qualification for future employment.

The student has to be in the workplace for a minimum of 9 months. This may be as much as 9 months with a single organisation, or made up from a number of smaller placements. Placements normally start between August and October. The student MUST be employed in work relevant to their degree course. A student will be deemed to have been successful providing that they

1 submit a satisfactory report and portfolio assessed by internal staff

2 submit a poster on some aspect of their placement experience, assessed by staff and peers

3 receive satisfactory feedback from their placement organisation(s).

I am writing to ask if your organisation would be willing to become one of our placement providers. We would ask of you that you give the students worthwhile ‘real’ work and a degree of supervision. We would also ask that you might consider paying the student a minimum amount. In return, you would get:

1 a student who would be able to undertake worthwhile work within your organisation in exchange from a low employer committment. 

2 An opportunity to expand capacity without a long term commitment to growing staff numbers.

This has proved in the past to be of benefit to student and placement provider alike, and some of our placement providers have often used placements to evaluate future potential employees and have even employed the student immediately after graduation.

Previous placement opportunities have been offered in archaeological trusts and units, county planning offices, Environment Agency, English Heritage, Ministry of Defence, National Trust, Forestry Commission, Severn Trent and Yorkshire Water as well as places abroad such as the Swedish State Archaeology Service and the Malta Archaeological Museum in Valetta.

If you think you would be able to take one of our students I’d be grateful if you could contact me and I would be more than happy to discuss the matter further with you.

Yours

Dr Alex Gibson

Reader in British Prehistory & Placements Tutor

a.m.gibson1@bradford.ac.uk
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