
The results obtained from the analytical protocol, show the wide variety of materials used at the

archaeological contexts considered to prepare funerary color recipes. These data confirmed us the presence

of color mixtures, obtained mainly, from mineral pigments (cinnabar, jarosite, galena, bone black, manganese

black) and natural earths (red and green earth, diatomaceous earth), mixed with calcium compounds and

clays. Comparison of the three funerary contexts, allow us to reinforce, the link between colors and

Teotihuacan mortuary treatments. The data obtained provide outstanding information about the mortuary

customs and rituals of one of the most representative Mesoamerican societies in Central Mexico.
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In these neighborhoods lived multiethnic population: Gulf

Coast at Teopancazco, people with Zapotec filiation in the

case of the Barrio Oaxaqueño, and local population, with

teotihuacan traditions at La Ventilla.
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Introduction

Materials

This study presents the methodology used to analyze 110 pigment samples, obtained from human bone surfaces. The bones were discovered in 33

burials of La Ventilla, Teopancazco and Barrio Oaxaqueño, at Teotihuacan; contexts belong to the period spanning from AD 150/200 to 550. The principal

purpose of this study was: (1) confirm the variety of colors used with funerals purposes, (2) identify colors composition and the pigments

employed, and (3) identify possible recipes for funerary body painting.

The materials studied are a set of 110 pigment samples,

obtained from human bones with color remains: red, black,

white, yellow and green. These bones are from selected burials

of Teotihuacan: La Ventilla (27 burials), Teopancazco (3 skulls)

and Barrio Oaxaqueño (3 burials).
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